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statement met with the approval and the complete satisfaction of His Majesty King Charles. Berlin, May 7, 1899.
Acknowledgment by Austria-Hungary of the German accession to the Protocol.   Berlin, May 15, 1899.
Secret*
Excellency:
It is with the most sincere thanks that I have had the honor to receive the Note Verbale which Your Excellency was good enough to transmit to me, together with the secret Memorandum of May 7 last.
In these documents, which I have not failed to lay before my Government, Your Excellency defines the position which the Imperial German Government takes with regard to the duration of the obligations which are incumbent on it through its participation in the Treaty concluded between Austria-Hungary and Rumania.
Your Excellency has formulated the opinion of the Imperial German Government in this matter, that by virtue of the wording of Article 5 of the secret Treaty which was concluded with Rumania in 1892 and prolonged in 1896, and in conformity with the generally accepted principles of the interpretation of treaties, the Treaty in question ( is automatically prolonged as regards each Signatory Party which has not given notice of its withdrawal one year before the expiration of the said Treaty; and that therefore, as no notice was given by the Government of His Majesty the German Emperor in the course of this year, the said Government considers itself bound, as previously, by the stipulations of the Treaty.
Your Excellency had the further kindness to state that the Imperial German Government, in reply to an inquiry of the Rumanian Minister in Berlin, was as early as December of the
Mai 1899, Nr. 22."   ("Copy of an official note from Ambassador von SzogySny to Secretary of State von Billow, dated Berlin, May 15, 1899, No. 22.")